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Brian W. Sheldon is a Professor in the School of Engineering at Brown University 

(Providence, Rhode Island, USA). He is currently the Director of the Medtronic Collaborative 

Research Program at Brown, and also leads the Li Ion Battery Thrust of the General Motors 

Collaborative Research Lab at Brown. Prof. Sheldon earned his degrees from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, an ScB in Chemical Engineering (1981) and an ScD in 

Materials Science (1989). He was a Research Staff Member at Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

(1988-1991), a Faculty Fellow at ORNL (1995-1996), a Professeur Invité at ENSIACET (2005-

2006), and a Visiting Professor at MIT (2013-2015). Other activities include serving as Editor 

for the Journal of Materials Science (2006 – present), and Chairing the Gordon Research 

Conference on High Temperature Materials (2006).  

Prof. Sheldon teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in Materials Science. His 

research focuses on processing and mechanical behaviour of ceramic thin films, coatings, 

and nanocomposites. This work has been reported in more 100 research publications in 

international journals, and more than 50 invited lectures and presentations at international 

and national conferences. He has supervised or co-advised 23 doctoral students and 15 post-

doctoral associates. Twelve of these individuals currently hold faculty positions. His research 

has been supported by the National Science Foundation (continuous funding for more than 

20 years), the U.S. Department of Energy, NASA, the Air Force Office of Scientific Research, 

the Army Research Office, DARPA, the Korea Institute of Machinery & Materials, and several 

major corporations. 
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